THE MAN I KNEW

that had caused Douglas a lot of anxiety and annoyance
before he had managed to clear them all away. Actually,

away from the War Office, General M------and Douglas

were the best of friends, and after our return to Farnborough
Douglas brought him to stay the week-end at Trunk House.
After all I had heard about the General I expected to find
him a strong well-set-up soldier-like man. I suppose I must
have formed this idea from the fact that everyone seemed to
be rather afraid of him. However he was not the least as I
had pictured him. Instead he was quiet and mild looking;
much more like a university professor than a military
general.

I was not down to breakfast on Sunday morning, because
I was still in the doctor's hands, but soon after I went into
the drawing-room. I was then rather proud of the newly
furnished house. To my horror I noticed that someone had
thrown on our best drawing-room carpet the yolk of an
egg. Without taking the trouble to look closely at the thing,
I rushed into the dining-room, where the two men were
still at breakfast, and asked Douglas what he had been
doing, and explained what I had found. Douglas replied,

"Ask M------", and I turned on the wretched man and he had

a bad time. Douglas was quite delighted, and enjoyed the
scene thoroughly. After a little time, Douglas explained
that to amuse me he had bought a novelty from Hamley's,
and lie then took me along to pick it up. We often met

General M------in a friendly way afterwards, and enjoyed

this joke, General M------himself thoroughly appreciating

that without provocation I had given him the dressing down
which he often so richly deserved from Douglas.

About that time Douglas attended a very important con-
ference at the Colonial Office, which was held to inaugurate
a new scheme which he had suggested to Mr. Haldane,
namely, to create an Imperial General Staff at the War Office,
in place of the present General Staff there. The scheme was
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